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Essay Score: 9

Write in the box the mumber of the guestion you are answering 3 —I- .T
on this page as it is designated in the exam, ]

Deception  often has #ws yoots ‘jn selfpresevyafion .

f&ug- Ln many eSS, Hae ndividual does at inkend ‘o

help. b v others mrm@n £ his dis.honesivgf but  vothev

awms ko peotect his  swn  pevsonal m?p-ﬁj. Thic is  the

case Yo young Jamwies Gotz  in F. Seott ﬁ’r?—f};wmidé

nevel Jhe (et @dz‘r/zg], who  decéives everwone he wreets

ond asSumes  a  new peysona e madch his  lavish, new
ife: Jou Gotspy. '
lames _Garz  did not come Gonn a %m‘\\tj of lavich

wealtn _dilke  these of  (Nesk and  East Ega, so when
he gajned his wealth worling his way up ¥he

ladder  of succesS, he s wonted  no Hes with e
T man W he once  was. He changed Mis name just
as  he hod chah%ecl his iEFc,. 1o shoky  thatr e coudd
E Govsby !

i control eme\r\jﬂﬂ'\ng B x‘,w\io\s\we arhmuthowt Hhe wvovel

and _Hes m’m'ﬁn*rsbtﬂé ovavmhe!mi'nﬁ desire by B his

fove * Da'!S\j Buchanay) .

Jouj C“I(‘,L‘\’Sb\:\} not on\lja wants o hove ‘Dmstj fov Has.

Nevy own, B he olso  desives dn  gesses profect hev, .

At _a furning  poiat . e novel, Daisy s drivin%

Cﬂc\’rsbnj's Ljellow car  when she bty o womah

nomed Htﬁrﬂe; who happens 0 bhe Tovm Buchanans

miSKress, kMG Y3 Hy. G yells mo _one
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. 5 Write i the box the number of the question you are answcrmg'r T
on this page a5 it is designated in the exam. 2

but  Nick  thok it poos  Daisy, 1ot he . who was  belineg

e  wheel  that n‘nc}mamt.gémg:\ﬁ MickS  [oard ngs quks&a:s

refuses 4o ler brﬂsxﬁ‘% rf?umhorw be  vuned . C‘mi%\:% 1
So Wind_in his fove for Dedsy that he s uilling do
deccive_an enfive  (ommtnity and dalee e blame Cor a

crime e did _pot _tommit) o edime ok eventually
\egds  ro his  demise.
Fuvihtrwore, Catshys. desive Bor contvol exrends

be{{\)ond his \’e?u\-a’r\on and _adaratien.  fox 'Dqlsg

Budonaa . \n e mesSy Comous quott, Em,’fs\ou urns ¥o

At nevels  payvaloy, WNick Caxvo\,wm and  SaYS :m@@f

“Carmh chcmc\r; the m%‘\’ Wiy of couxse uou can' /\l%qa\rsbus
ous”
hope s admivalole, leed his GuOTE  Shauos hoil ?O\Sm >

Wis decepion  has become . He - wae S0 SuccesSTul _in

d(i%hc%\n% James  Gez cona 6\*9{1&3\&’13 ,lag ('—.nc.\,\-sbcj thad bhe

o welitnes e con  contyol eve\r\j’m‘ma} ENPN Hm"e-.,_%_
He sees deception 0s  probeciion. No sne  coan buy I Y\‘\m 7
it 4’01’5 Aont  lopow ko he 38 and 1@:%&112@__
Ws_ drue YAentity he can control exackly linak people
Yk -

This mmm)n’rt} and _Adesive Cor Sﬁ\s;“?resev\mﬁon in o

Socip‘kﬁ eons’rcmﬁ\j ﬁ(d'mcg to  pud pendVe  Aowin leads 4o

¥ B
n

Gorsbys “(ed “epcomplex”. He was the Wusion that_al)

oF his dPC?DﬁOﬁS ovey  the  wears  havt made
seems Yo
gntmchoxb\e ond _everuone \ agrees with  him. Yhs
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Write in the box the number of the question you are answering 5
on this page as it is designated in the exam., l T3

pavkies  axe - vhe mesk lavish, ks home the lergest,

ond Wis eae  the Posvesy . He 1s  whab evevy man in

e 10720 Americon  wants o become ;s he IS the
teval  emiodiment of the American Dieam.
YD \ota % ald s . e

and _dectine _of ihe Amevican Dyearm . \|C's= Jauj Glafsb:j

storted  Boma  the  bottom  and ended wp o+ #ne
Vg Yise k

m‘e_,___mtﬂﬁgma% bl Wpon moundoins  of lies and
deceptions. Even  wis _nome is  Palse ! \f Godsioy_ s

meant  fo vepresent the American Bream. #he vead<y

con__ 0ssume_ Yhat  the Amevican Dreown  had become

- Lovvuot) thot i could only loe achieved vauﬁhi\\eﬁa\.

“back -door”’ deals and  1its, The fAnerican Dream threugh
Gatsby s builr upon deception and, soonev or later,

the frodh dewe must vise e do the dop.
The Giveakr  and Mljs’reﬁous \)cuﬂ Glodr'a.bg 1S N0 ere

thon o Pi%uvehegd. He veoresents all that i %xegt and
wonderfal  about  the & Amedicann  Dreaum  ujmle. hding ail of

the lles and _dece ption of ws  Pounda¥ion behind &

isten! [ f SN 1

v, € 5 d \ £ who

eady s and howo he earned Wi wealth extends far
post his owen self and connecks o the deception
and _deciine  of  the  Amedican Dyeam as a  whele.
Bj \’ﬁd‘mc} Bromm  the Svudh, be it for his own
—

Return to the

© The College Board Table of Contents




AP Engligh Literature The Great Gatsby Sample Set

"o 5 ‘Write in the box the number of the question you are aaswcﬁmg""‘"' T
on this page as it is designated in the exam. l-'

se\f ~§;vesewa,h‘0n or_ Fox Do&.&g}'&, Gms\mj decleves, fng

wordd odoouk fhe drue exits of she Amevican Dream,

provig. Ahar , ihe “Se"\?’quc man” is  just o con- arfist
a¥ _heabi. |

Ratumn to the
© The Coliege Board Table of Contents




AP English Literature The Great Gateby Sample Sat

Essay Score: 8

Write in the box the mumber of the guestion you are answering 7 S
ox this page as it is designated in the exam. S !

fn F. Sentd F,r'f‘-':”“f‘(:’ novel The fread Gatrty

14 frv/aj-niri Jay batidy cheeses {s micrlend

edhers f/ray,ﬁn:// /Aa covrre o+Ff fde /p/af fa order

111 ('}:‘fﬁ/ Atr frvr jz/ea:fj{, .-na/ ,;;A’."eife A!'.r b’l‘tqfn.r

o I h-r'h.#n"#! ;Atf ﬁnfl}’. b'nr’rjy}-,,/fu..,/; ./: tc.hceq/

'fﬁf frv: _r.iurc.f ,f ‘fl‘ }rgwf',unj Wtﬁ/fl ..kJ ‘f’f

Trve J'Jfﬂ/f'// in erder fo achleve biv dreame and

hisr vifimade demice 7= ¢,,,.fj_n_,,'z,g Fhe everarching

cortvpiien

fheme of Jhe dEm=my of Fhe nofien ¢f 1he American

pr'zﬁ.m-

Threvghovd 1he endively of {he wovel, batlrdy

Fries 44 hide fhe rivrce of Kis wealld A oo rui/lznf

of Werd Fag balrky 1o charncterized d0 be prrd of

Fhe "pew wrlt///': j,./ifi.e/rr/f whe achicved financial

rVelrry wffli-” f};.fl'f r. /ff!/lmtaf /r.h/ ned f/rny’j

'fﬂiﬂiffﬂ/ V"///,E;’ valibs Fdo ZEF E;‘:‘Em'x residends

e f Ensid Ezas He hoerds exfrevagand /,.,-{f'ez o A

weekly basis. and 1he endive commenidy of upper

el are f"/’/' adlende. However, despite fheir weekly

addendance noe sne seems Fs have med bxdsly

ner fuews Fdhe rovrce of biv mwenldd A ench o/ Fhese

/mr/l'u Jhere are converraftons regavding fle sevree

,/. /{J'J mtﬂl.)’ , ﬁ.ﬁ/ ‘// #f f}fc ‘71/11!/(6./ I{A#t rﬁfﬁl’

far-fefehed r}pa:#/a/!‘;ﬂf e f where j4 crvld §ave come
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7 Wiite in the box the number of the question you are answering,
on this page as it is designated in the exam, SS 2

from. Mo)scd /‘g;fe./i}// wu/r'})v individvals are /:rrn/

o f fheir sccomplichmends and 75,5’3‘ art y’lw,/;;f/},

cpe v wbovd how /j,}, yp/ Fheir meney s ,l,{t,e,/-,“,,

the complede [ach o F f‘_—:esr—/”;/;“ }noh/t/Jg PR = =Y

Anw 54/1}}1 9-/ fl‘-f}anue)z FFFTITET, fimenrlra fesr

his iafend of misleadins fha f)v}/f':-. fi”.i/nr/y,

he =tk and Ni-r—!‘ are of fen /'n/zrry;:’r/ dve 4o

k..,wa’am f’{"""' calle Prem all Aeroprso o fa zpvn/ry_

Pe/fjft Fhelr fl(!n/hj// elose frr'u“/.rz(z‘/a, ;«7’-'/;/

J'vz/ /(AV(J 4);/ Lo e s [,ac,é pvifﬁ Mo ;f‘lcr ex/y/nAAJ[f‘f,,

every fime F2hiv vccorr [1 Jr fader pevenle d  pmH

Fhrovegh Nicks meeding of Mf)fgr Wellrdime -/4"4/

Gatody havr galned manep Throvgh illield activery,

fhe 700Fee of hir mahe

e # ecven 9’2&1',/‘5'5?‘ Js hed /‘v//}ay reveased B [;aaf.fly‘.f

Apﬂf/ﬁﬁaz nf/émj’// /p E_ Cﬂvﬂftﬂ/ m Asw 44

rrﬁ//}/ jnf'}fca/ biv maney gvin %ﬁy frem }Vf'c[»r

/u.r'/ eles e rd /’rf'rAJ/ revoanl /f.r a/rzu'yfa_, hodvre,

{n addidren 4+ 1he soviee of his wenldh, Jay é”{",j}’

alre pencenl Ais Free j/gn/ff}:' 5 /ﬁfl-fj,y Jafer

f_T-—_—_-‘;?—:-.T:,_&}' re ¥eals A2 A'/;'pl* /ﬁa/ é:’J ﬂcf’t/n/ Al fo

pe of ;c{u}r//}, Jn)/ ;nyxl}f and /_jth gxlo/A,fa./ A/'—f Seered

na’ [N YA
/bgr./,;u\/ /!‘J?Jar}f‘ ﬁ’; !ZMI:?‘ frem a f;or{fﬁﬁf rorat

rpn‘m:'/y ﬁ}ltl had adfended . 0laf e fifleye befere

he erp/e/ evt and became m;
N v >
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‘Write in the box the number of the question you are answering 2 S S's
on this page as it is designated in the exam.

L 4

=== ‘pnr/ of fhe army Prrirng hiv Jervice, ho meeds

parsy, and {fhey have ~ relndlonchip peoplde Thelr

Pﬂ;;fﬁﬁd/& feve for ane anolher »/Ae)f canned Foemain

!
(K Parfef &

: J.,L,lAcr a’kﬂ- 7!0 AI‘J‘A/pWﬁr g/,{r_r. Af)!!.l’ jfﬁl.y./lllff

Wﬂy.f,ﬁﬂ j‘.’:!l”ﬁ/ /hvv/l’lﬂ" W"{‘A # H"‘/?’J{/ Mﬁr}‘ﬂgr’

l""" ,,//f'mﬂy’:/}a cn!’#/)’iu Fhe develdeprmenlt s F s

i ) NS |

grend wenaldh, Thrivyh F—Farreai—meey 4.

e”,/,,.a,ji,n o F 1hie frr!nbA} htvtory , j¢ 7Fe reveaje d

7[‘#} ll# ) =: == a:——"“——_’h gﬁ—j l,i.r jni'ha'h} ' £

W¢n/f,l Anj ;u—n [’“"IY mrfiifnf.!p’ }y hiv [ove ;prr

ﬁnl.ry. Hr ﬁaJ /19}’9" /‘ jnH w:nH.‘ ,,HJ I'-hf--l’rn_;b

kv J-cial ;$aina, rr 4ha ‘11}‘”, covid le )"ja}ﬁbr_

i" Jll‘-ﬂj Jo 'A,, L.\J 1lo LA.AH’E« Lr'.-’ fa’tn}i';y

!

aniJ cenceal the trve Sovrvee of hjs wea 14, B2

'%i JREPTTTE YT Ty atedir pdeend by

~
4 R E—Y
PN T B T " 2 Ty

6;‘/11}"-' modivesr for hiv deception and fhe nadvee

pf ‘f"m v’/ffmn-/: Jcn}'J.{. ;A‘r“‘f‘-f"zk 7‘Au

de ;4;/?!:9' nadvre of dhe Amesicon Dream, (oadodby 70 phrely

ﬁ'lp”i"ﬂf!J ;‘)/ hta fove fur ﬁni!}r’ whieh 14 /‘JLIC//I'/

f[,, pvef Jvt f& Al nm'n:,h'u‘zr‘h_’ of ]‘l\cr'i' entire

pef aflons by and jr’.f abjectificativn of her. He ,7,:/49"“

})zr PVI"T" 7‘1# predoa /I‘jéi A/ fl“ C)Jl’f ‘J;‘* A'\’,""

an d they bed b rerve  Fu re/eru\l jm/;..n)'l-/t Jreamas.
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Write in the box the number of the question you are answering
on this page as it is designated in the exam.

S,

The F idea of Jhe fpericas Drenn fas n Foondaiies

o £ et fard work anl fnar’d//'/}' ) srder £

A hiewe

S err and AA/}’I‘!‘{JJ.//!WCVCI‘, /nfij

yoer Hegal menns Fe eidieve fro wenldh and

delfiner v veeers

an A bappines, }4/(/ ran

madorial wenldh and dhe gaiving of a Fefalivnibip

ilﬂf I iﬁ/‘trzp'f/y f/&wz/. £ '/J/y yfn”f*-‘ylt/)«

dies g ;I'Ph/an//'y dve o ﬂ“'./f'.r nztie na

amfﬁﬂffbfﬁf Jhe Flaws in f4e eveledion »F#

Am.r-r'&nn valvesr and fhe inakility of Fée newly

detined American pnm 46 Sepperd Pl eidrnens.

A\

7
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Essay Score: 7

‘Write in the box the number of the guestion you are answering 3 ‘R R
on this page as itis demgnated in the exam. : !

T ix_of o secrak that we decesve. one guothesr, b bhe

s m/xdr?ecﬁan' se(Cish Jes ,0C 4 wey 2f W.SP_/‘C!F%S'[HCW\V

movels pecleay The soon of Aecephion, _ps'.aecacdi}f F Spett F?%a&waﬂ’g
rovel, The Bveeed .éulsl_.%a A shoey SD"ra_mQL:f He  much 1‘.43@1{%
Americn Drecine  An Amevicon idee thot Ly e enc( of
He nowveld Seenws fo Le & Fk /m;a:sz@r cot o /.(E‘IP’LSTL'&/\
Sor _odh _Yhe cheanotess,

T _pre rharagke @B oA mey bde ywvowsd oy Hhy nieshe
oF Aecc@’hm is  Jom  Buchanena ’/_k. Ausbewc of /)MS‘:,- Rogh e,

Tom B pves & N Ansun o5 "0l moer, Y, mesinne he 1003 barn

& indo weolth | ad onite rers eaouey! panple - Tova diteen Lrows
R spe ud b sty e e Ao s f ptthot oo [mirr?ofz
And flo owe ploe b S}ﬂemc[s he_woney &3 SIS Ser Ais /éf##fcss
Moctle, He 1o of Wilson.

ZE 15 havel Fo ondersad exagdle wl\? Tom_twovld fe%pﬁw
lacdubbeg Soc fo hos o beavhSul Wit —pnd why weeld be

tocnk Yo ielocvd@ s ma_wm%z(, bt @faw#oaul-uub ﬁr Tm

; : P SR8 z e /u;’ /s!//&r o
beth, ﬁ/mv/? and Wilson, sn ﬂ_f{;ﬁ"} WM be _Fhinks ¢

(LA X
4]

Frot o8 ol Toon 15 obl 4 Aove e afas with Mot
rfm“muf- L spnn  or Dafik{, Znac«—m&) — N Ay Hhus Fan[\rJ 47
& sine ‘!10 b il GareSy  aspmel S'NJN ﬁb/l’é&’ I Aé(, 7% _/:A%V
e AP A B f
4}0{):-4!!'%%3( and, 'Por- ’F—E-e_rfw 5‘~D4c‘(‘y a b __Ag 74‘ w#*/;:t ’{{

Ast /v /:/a_m:' rop e Semw SO kr e /7¢7L %ﬁ//rg At"_f ﬁV{L{/?L{'I"\—F

—
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3 Write in the box the namber of the question you are answerin
: ' on this page as it is designated in ths exam.

couterve  his abseinfe.

Hnmow;/ te et . fmnwa'-ami(' Lol 0% Tawm @ucﬁaﬂm mmcfle_se
! s beeq
im tHe  tagt Sew C‘}GOJQ’T’ poleve, Hv,/‘ztﬁa. a5 mivedirecds T
paetive _in Fhis code poes  his erviods - Myrtle - pons A8 4

_b_‘-f ey (’d-r é—domw 1!!5 7/'1/ JJ/"ﬂlﬂ(chJLt #ﬁ oy L.)/'m ér—, oéth

Om.,f-/— hes, mapede gia a:’vlﬂm*a‘- i %J—,o*-uavg He  Buchneng nesrroe

g~
by Sellve fn /av-e £ )“Hﬂ DaJS\f/, /'Ztawfl\w"y' M eg /).ar‘?? o oo

/bfr'w-ﬁ HS coc_thed nJrLai ~ Follivg &aﬁ\mep by aceids ok, U{n_m _
fudee ot Toen tenlices thed pods ol ba pes fefd o bs.
ml&. Ly /N farov[(’_c){“
Dasny and _in__Als cw b pustrock on rdes Hod vl
&:raw’r Thein danococss in k. aurdir, e whele okso ,&abbap_
Mﬁ‘ou &S Ievengs Jor fos @\:Heu?m‘- of /fp%'l'rakpd. hrs L7enacs T

/f;f. anc( mwff/%

7 ks, Miﬂohm decewing !ﬂaaﬁ ol fells
Wilson, a codpopw hysdeacnl bdldowo‘h’aw{— o émf;’&jé’?
who _wos e drive _fthe cor fhut e d Hulle | pad é&kéy?%w(
toeg ﬁs/eqpvg" wtth . s i . Tlentore,  glloure for himgelf ob
be sed Tree decuse /n hirkeds qudien o os reedly Fo st
fcw;;xgp (a sm? . rwﬁz Vaie: /?UPGLJ(-L& cished. ; '

Ta He avwls p@ﬁjﬁ Jm‘wm!?’. T Bihayors € ((P(Ff?“l"l-‘m/\
covrects 1'2'; He Storres  mrann Fhe e oF 7_4{ Amprrizan fom,m,/,

and _how _pordl  pars U(’]fIPI/'S")“a/\/(,t-"‘&- anc! Lﬂng "Fn adibion® cors
f@\h’r;\l 454’ -)CM‘IL ’]"hfﬁu'\' H\lm Mm’ it be m’”f fﬂmz?w[n Arherr #ﬂﬁ‘
Artrign  Dreom— Fhed I%, ey jum‘ e pre colloseh Los D{ggf,ﬁm
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Wriie i the box the number of the question you are answering % 3
on this page as it is designated in the exam. a

N A+ harn-_q{a/ & Tre Ereat %Lu doved once fhet  He .
belicusd in Mo _secun kb, t orjoskee_Tohe B yark b
ear recedeg ée%re S, -—é%@“ “&Lﬂﬂlﬁtﬁ
s ;?wmtd. /s fc"'s:f.r/fhd{ o fatshet A"fﬂﬁﬂwﬂ" . a[o; Lhsy war i
be fus = o oko comech e pues of ofec;a/mém ore. rueny howe.
The §reem lsf/er r’f[ﬂwynk ifm,w,. an um‘uw&;t,fe Ldeo Hhad np
ool dn RS novelS woos adde do  held on toe TR sime
acheo s A fq;ﬂf{é}eﬁj;i Fhen o Hweowpe [omwaim
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Essay Score: 6

Write in the box the number of the question you are answering ’5 O
on this page as it is designated in the exam. Q 1

!!f\ L/ QDU(DCIL‘L FKQJM% UNHOR erd Fass Q«ow%}’/

%a,wﬁ/u-/ frmet C?‘{MSM (JLMS%J. b fing s

0 \ﬂfz ook Oﬂzb@@ﬁm\f\ s fan e Lqu eadaang  lany

[,u-»oM/gTh [y J’V'DEM— ol Iad il‘uj‘% P)»L/\JILGV‘N Z’\-&;S

P O)C/d}ml Inrér ;MN’L& e B, Vwb-uébu" s Jeafin .
He ooy ol o s fo "8t me gul-

!ﬁ)&éﬁ‘:\fk \Om,wiwm Hb{;uw%/" ij?'sluﬁ %Wd/t_dw

to r\‘lnlrmk L% Qcmmra,uﬁ fes o9 bw"b mmﬁm
fve s fredt”  Tae %Os (ot gt b (sl
(Wi et ik dad dezu £ At Bt el P @onna

fl/\t, vh/oudl\l»e, (M/Odw &a«fs'yaﬁ ALy vlre R,
o ed A ,Ammd x@«owu %l/wd/ul /?UH,Z:M Ol
locotlesgia dith  mnpniss dq%df IML doendr T
oo oA | Hnso ﬂwmb ot M fro /JDWH‘%
Lokl e o) Do) Bvess o Lnltin dfﬁpiwﬁ Yot

i\ i\
D fr (YJW\UE% A W\—"‘v\f’ o [ure W e
’TLUu lW\laﬁE%%‘G/\ f)\)\'h/\‘ }Wm-lbl% @V\J(EA OO:»%LL«M
0 éumm Ok CAOves b W \ﬂmw\, S
G‘/M%/rw %ﬂwwxi\ (oo oll® \Q‘bbi/w (Jw%ﬁ@awg
0
Mwn%"r boo. PoAC fpadippumel ot Fooh ask fre szl
qu s demel pniiin I St @@"»%M
(:{’M\/\ﬂ ket LS W00l Pl patne Olofes,
I/WWMW Int %Qr\w«.dﬁ Jrr (e W&M sl
Q,éxww;@ﬂd l/ubmwﬂq M Prene g s vl
—>
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on this page as it is designated in the exam.

5 : \ Write in the box the number of the question you are answenng@ Q

Jg’ywe»w lvosrs _nlosast it ot 0800w all). frsy
_ ro Pla v%;HLﬁﬂ&vwaohipm%w
M 241 it s dﬂ*\ﬂ?tiwfx Loy Qc&zsu A
W{XMMMAL ot uf}O&rJ(fO%& maiw M
bour ospe oo Mﬁé m/{j bu.ovvbuf ol (aneg able;euu‘t"

thuafdi% Dirneilon, [/\-/%W{%’lMK @‘{’9 1% whuitin_
vedlion Tt o pb g Were (L 5 fra
M?l\.} Dﬂb\%\\ D QA‘%&M fnpedsBen f?-b
ot Tohunn luduwes, awz“mr Yess, Lo

_E&QMJ(U)U( @b!‘b}(ﬂwo‘?.} e Aixires tha hent. yaAns
Cm%%m THM,M \ﬁér"n/d% Oy bt s
Vole L. &Mﬂvb&"\ 7&’/\% Qur%wv”” @ M%/

. ?tmimwm IMEL Lu%&iﬂ%&h Tlrat PRy S M
Uandeod i foregt of T, pate ial's e pr e dass
besomse 2 fre. Dok poat Lclonday Jolers oo
i‘{’ ('m{r’)\m 5 edten D2, O«"a’a@c%mﬁl au/
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Table Leader Notes
Question #3
The Great Gatsby Full Run 9-1

This student presents a well-developed and persuasive analysis of both
the motives for Jay Gatsby's deception and how that deception links

to the meaning of the novel as a whole. Positing a clear argument, that
Gatsby's deception is driven not by any desire to harm others but rather
as a means of self-preservation, the student then provides apt textual
support for this assertion. As the argument develops, the student
deftly links Gatsby's success with his own self-preservation to an
illusion of power, quoting Gatsby’s own words: "Can't change the past?
Why of course you can!” Hence, the student maintains that Gatsby

also uses deception as a way of protecting Daisy, thinking that he ig
“untouchable” and that “he can control exactly what people think.”
Finally, the student makes a strong case for this character analysisasa
window into the meaning of the work as a whole. The student depicts
Gatsby as a mere "figurehead” for the American Dream, masking “all
the lies and deception of its foundation behind a glistening curtain of
champagne and swimmming pools and jazz music.” Maintaining a cogent
and confident voice right through to the end of the essay, this student
concludes that the self-made man is "just a con-artist at heart.” This
essay merits the highest score: it does not have to "sing” or induce
shivers. It does not have to be ethereal or ingenious. Rather, this rough
draft is a well-written, convincing, and sustained analysis by a student
who understands the complexities of Fitzgerald's novel.

Beginning with a strong thesis, this student immediately asserts

the connection between Gatsby's deception and the claim that the
American Dream is inherently corrupt. Offering rich textual evidence,
the writer connects Gatshy's concealment of the source for his wealth
(*even from Nick, his closest friend”} with his suppression of his true
identity. The student establishes the motivation for Gatsby's deception
to his desire for Daisy, arguing insightfully that Gatsby's love "is flawed
due to his romanticizing and his objectification of her.” This incigive
analysis persists throughout the whole essay as the student reasserts
the argument for “the decaying nature of the American Dream"” in the
conchusion. The student ends with a mature observation of the "flaws in
the eveolution of American values and the inability of the newly-defined
American Dream to support its citizens.”

The writer of this essay selects Tom Buchanan ag the deceptive
character in the novel, breaking the pattern established by the majority
of other student writers who chose Gatsby. Framing the discussion
around the American Dream as itself a deception, the writer focuses on
Tom's easy relationship to his wealth, his affair with Myrtle, and his lie
to Wilson as evidence of the deceptive nature of his character, Although
less thorough in its analysis, including some digressions on 1) why

Tom would have an affair and 2) on revenge as motivation, rather than
deception itself, the discussion is reasonable, Furthermors, the student
works toward a perceptive ending, quoting a line from the novel and
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linking the image of the green light to "an intangible idea,” the illusory
nature of the American Dream established early in the egsay, “that no
character...was able to hold onto.”

This essay conveys the sense of a student writing in a race 1o finish the
exam. Yet, despite its rapid pace and less precise focus, the student is
successful at identifying Gatsby's deception about his past as indicative
of "the empiiness of the upper class.” This connection between a single
character’s flaw and a possible meaning of the novel has its foundation,
for this student, in Gatsby's ostentatious wealth {(acquired "from shady
dealing and bootlegging”) and extends, as the discussion develops, to
Daisy's attraction to luxury and Meyer Wolfsheim's financial dealings.
The essay makes a reasonable assertion that this textual detail supports
“the central interest of the materialistic upper class,"”

This essay is typical of many student responses to O3, whatever the
prompt or text may be. Working just enough to step into the upper-range
of the scoring guide, this student is not incorrect regarding facts from
the novel. Likewise, the student is careful to construct an introduction
with a thesis and a concluding paragraph that attempts to link character
to meaning, Though dutifut and diligent, this student struggles,
nevertheless, with the task of analysis. Although the essay includes

a plausible claim, “Gatsby was not a malicious person by any means,
but his [gelf-deception] is clouded [by] other people’s judgement,” such
insight is rare in this thinly-developed response. The student mainly
resorts to a presentation of facts from the novel without analysis or link
to meaning. Thig student struggles to move beyond the "what?" of the
novel to the "why?”, As a result, the discussion remains superficial right
to the final paragraph in which the student reaches toward a statement
of meaning, but is only able to present the simplistic and hackneyed
observation; “If we as a society do not change, we may very well end
with a similar fate to Gaisby.”

There are multiple reasons why this essay fails to achieve a score in
the upper-half of the scoring guide. First, the student does not carefully
address the prompt, vaguely suggesting that Gatsby deceives Nick in
his purguit of Daisy. Yet, that idea is never clearly stated as a thesis,
Instead, any argument must be inferred from unfocused commentary:
“this is decieving” (sic). Gatsby's motivation is never explored, The
writing is repetitive (“at the end of the day”}, overly colloguial for
college-level composition, unsupported (“No one trusts each other and
everyone does anything they can by any means necessary.”), even
though the student has some basic control of language. Finally, the
student fails to offer an adequate analysis of Gatsby as a deceptive
character. The claim that the “theme of the novel” is “an impossible love
story” demonstrates an oversimplified understanding of the text.

This essay demonstrates neither a clear interpretation of the text nor
adecuate control over coliege-level composition, The introduction lacks
a thesis, instead simply naming Daisy as a character who deceives
others. Rather than investigating Daisy's motivation for deception, as
the prompt expects, the student contradicts this idea: “Daisy most
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likely didn't have direct motives to deceive Gatsby but she knew what
she was doing. Even after his death she didn’t leave her hushand.”
Irrelevancies, oversimplifications, and an absence of detail from the text
compound the weaknesses in written expression. Finally, the student's
statement of the meaning of the work as a whole, “secrets die with
love,” reduces a complex novel to the banal.

Since most high school students have not yet learned the craft of writing
tightly-packed, economical, succinct prose, it is often the case, then,
that a short essay does not earn a high score because its very brevity
signals a lack of analysis and insufficient detail. The student writes an
introductory paragraph but never names the novel, fails to identify a
character who deceives, and instead poses a cliché about revenge rather
than deception, In the concluding paragraph, the student again does

not name character, title, or author but rather generalizes about self-
reflection. A mere two sentences in the assay refer to specific detail:
that Daisy’s betrayal leads to her husband’s murder of Gatsby. Yet, even
this rare detail is undercut by a naive suggestion that the couple needed
to see a marriage counselor. Such a comment indicates a student who
does not understand the text as a work of art, does not acknowledge
that Daisy's adultery was deliberately staged by Fitzgerald in the
service of meaning. The essay also contains numerous distracting errors
in grammar and mechanics.

This single-paragraph essay appears to be written by a student who ran
out of time, ending in mid-sentence as it does. Its three sentences do
not reveal a student who struggles with written expression; however,
the choice the student makes to open with generalities does not help
in moving the essay along. The introduction would be more successful
starting with the final sentence in which the novel is identified, rather
than opening with broad, sweeping statements that are unrelated to
the prompt. Of course, this is a student who would have benefited from
somae strategies on how to manage the essay portion of the exam so
that each of the three essays could have been completed. This may be
a student who would benefit by writing question 3 before questions 1
and 2. On the other hand, this may be a student who has not reviewed
some texts before taking the exam and therefore does not remember
Fitzgerald's name and takes too long to name a character in the novel
who deceives others.

Return to the

@ The College Board Tabie of Contents

30



