Mrs. Opaleski-DiMeo
English Department

Jackson Liberty High School

Dear Parents and Students:

Welcome to Advanced Placement Language and Composition!  This college-level course provides students with enriching challenges in reading, thinking, and writing through an American Literature lens.  This curriculum will afford them a better opportunity to be successful beyond our classroom and will reinforce a lifelong learning relationship with books and a limitless world of ideas.

A statement of policies and procedures is attached for your review.  Please read this information thoroughly as it is imperative that each individual make a personal commitment to the format of this course.  
As per the pre-requisites of this course, successful AP students are ones that are task-oriented, highly proficient readers and writers who set priorities regarding time and responsibility.  Parental support plays a key role in the continual success of these students.  Advanced Placement courses involve greater content immersion and faster-paced activities than other academic classes; therefore, require performance assessed at the higher-order thinking levels of analysis and synthesis.  Students must be aware of the additional responsibility with respect to preparation outside the class such as assigned readings, writing essays, and creative projects.  

The National Advanced Placement Language and Composition Exam is given by the College Board in early May and assesses the students’ ability to do college-level work.  Depending on the particular collegiate institution, college credit may be awarded for passing this exam.  We will prepare for this test throughout the school year and additional tutorial hours specifically focused on the national exam will be offered in the spring.
Working together as a team will support and encourage success.  Student commitment to the course and its goals is essential.  I look forward to this year being both challenging and rewarding, providing each student with a sense of accomplishment and a deeper appreciation of literature and writing.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns at kaopaleski@jacksonsd.org.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Opaleski-DiMeo
AP and Honors English Teacher     
Policies and Procedures for AP Language

MATERIALS  

Blue or black pens (NO COLORED PENS)

Pencil – For Standardized Test Preparation

1 Notebook (preferably three ring binder – great for handouts!)

PROCEDURES AND ROUTINES

1. Being “on time” for class means each student being in his or her seat and starting to work on the “Journal” or “Do Now” assignment when the bell rings.  Anyone entering the class after the bell has rung must have a valid pass, if not, the procedure is as follows:

Consequences:  1x = warning, 2x = teacher detention, 3 or more times = multiple central office detentions, student conferences, parent conference, referral to guidance and the vice-principal.

2. Each student is responsible for bringing ALL of his or her textbooks (or paperback books) that we are currently using to class everyday we meet.
3. All rules that are written in the student handbook also apply in our classroom.  The consequences of breaking any of those rules are stated in the handbook.
4. Students will receive a syllabus that outlines the assignments and discussions for at least that week and into the next.  Students should be prepared for each class discussion by reading the required works prior to and have questions/notes ready.  A thorough discussion on how to read a syllabus will take place within the first few days of class.  
5. Most handouts, resources and deadlines are listed on the class page, either on the calendar or on the syllabus.  It is your responsibility to locate the handouts and be aware of deadlines and updates.  Check the class page frequently.
GRADING POLICY
Grades are processed through the Genesis computer system and are based on total points.   Students and parents may consult Genesis for frequent updates, remember we are on alternating marking periods for grades.   Jackson’s English Department breakdown for AP courses is:
Assessment 70%

Class work/Homework 20%

Participation 10%
Class Participation is a requirement.  Deductions will be made for being unprepared, uncooperative, or not participating.  Class participation includes actively taking part in class discussions (hands raised, working collaboratively in groups), being prepared for class (textbooks, homework, etc.) and being respectful while others are presenting their opinions.  Certain classes during the year necessitate participation for grading purposes; if you are absent during one of these class periods, it is highly recommended that you stay after during fifth period to make up the points or complete an alternative assignment.  

Homework/Class work is to be completed by set deadlines and within given parameters.   Assigned reading and dialectical journal entries must be completed prior to class.  Blank answers will be penalized as such; always attempt to put forth an effort.  Homework/Class work may be collected as a means of assessment so it should be taken seriously.  Late work in this category is not accepted unless the student is absent or arrangements have been made with me.

Compositions vary from 25 to 100 points depending on the type of assignment and deadlines given.  They are graded using an essay-scoring rubric, which encompasses the school district guidelines as well as College Board Advanced Placement criteria.  Formal compositions are to be typed using the English Department Format, 12 size font, Times New Roman, double spaced, standard margins.  The format can be found on the school website. Compositions are due on the assigned day to Turnitin.com--no exceptions. Should a student be absent on the due date, the essay should still be submitted to Turnitin.com by the start of the class period.  Should a student have technical difficulties, a hard copy should be given to me by the start of that day’s class or it will be marked down for lateness..
Projects and portfolios vary in point value, the least being 100 points. Directions and guidelines are thoroughly explained when projects are given.  

LATE PROJECTS WILL BE PENALIZED, IF ACCEPTED AT ALL.  
When you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to complete all assignments (written and oral) and to meet set deadlines as the syllabus dictates (classwork, homework, essays, projects, etc.).  It is suggested that you exchange contact information with at least two peers in the class so that you can contact them and be informed of assignments as needed. Ignorance is not an excuse!!!!
PLAGIARISM
Unfortunately this must be addressed and explained in completion. Plagiarism is the copying of any work – homework, Internet, or traditional media such as books or periodicals – and claiming it as your own without proper documentation.  The district uses Turnitin and you have access to your originality report so can insure you do not plagiarize.  Plagiarism is fraud and has dire consequences at any academic level, be it high school or college.  Penalties for plagiarism in this class includes failing the assignment.    Plagiarism is academic dishonesty and is now a writable offense, meaning you will receive a discipline referral.  All guidelines outlined in the Student Handbook regarded Jackson’s honor code will be followed as well.

I have been given and have had explained to me the procedures and grading policy for AP Language and Composition.  I understand that I must adhere to these procedures and if I do not, the appropriate action will be taken.  I have also shown these rules to my parent/guardian, and he or she has read and understands my responsibilities in this course.  Please sign and date this acknowledgement below and return it to me.
_______________________



____________________________

Student Signature




Parent/Guardian Signature and Date
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