Mrs. Opaleski-DiMeo – AP Language


Annotating Tone

Building Tone Exercise #1

1.       Read the passage and underline the words that reveal the attitude of the speaker towards bats.  Then underline the words that reveal his feelings about humans.  What inferences can you draw about the tone of the work as a whole?

Perhaps because bats are nocturnal in habit, a wealth of thoroughly unreliable legend has grown up about them, and men have made of the harmless, even beneficial little beasts a means of expressing their unreasoned fears. Bats were the standard of paraphernalia for witches; the female half of humanity stood in terror that bats would become entangled in their hair. Phrases crept into the language expressing man’s revulsion or ignorance -“bats in the belfry,” “batty,” “blind as a bat.”  Franklin Folsom, “Life in Caves” 

2.
     Read the passage and circle the verbs.  What do they reveal about the attitude of the campers? How does the sentence structure contribute to the tone of the work?

We refused to get out of bed when the bugle blew in the morning, we fought against scrubbing our teeth in public to music, we sneered when the flag was ceremoniously lowered at sunset, we avoided doing a good deed a day, we complained loudly about the food . . . and we bought some chalk and wrote all over the Recreation Cabin, “We hate Camp Hi Wah.”  

Passage from Ruth McKenny’s “A Loud Sneer For Our Feathered Friends.”

3.
     Read the passage carefully and circle the words that signify danger or potential harm.  What do these words reveal about the attitude of the speaker?  What do the verbs reveal about both the attitude and the tone?
Almost no feature of the interior design of our current cars provides safeguards against injury in the event of collision. Doors that fly open on impact, inadequately secured seats, the sharp-edged rearview mirror, pointed knobs on instrument panel doors, flying glass, the overhead structure-all illustrate the lethal potential of poor design. A sudden deceleration turns a collapsed steering wheel or a sharp-edged dashboard into a bone-and-chest crushing agent. Penetration of the shatterproof windshield can chisel one’s head into fractions. A flying seat cushion can cause a fatal injury .The apparently harmless glove-compartment door has been known to unlatch under impact and guillotine a child. Roof-supporting structure had deteriorated to a point where it provides scarcely more protection to the occupants, in common rollover accidents, than an open convertible. 

Ralph Nader, “The Safe Car You Can’t Buy” 

4. In the annals of medical science, no virus has given doctors as much trouble as the Scholastic Adolescum, otherwise known as school sickness. The Scholastic Adolescum has been known to attack children of all ages and on every economic and social level. The symptoms are always the same. The child wakes up in the morning and says he has a “pain in the stomach,” a “headache,” a “sore throat,” or he “just doesn’t feel well.” In rare cases he might also have a “slight” fever. What has puzzled scientists for years is that the virus only attacks on weekdays and never on weekends or during the summer vacations. It lasts only 24 hours, and while it has no serious side-effects; it keep returning during the school year and even builds up in intensity just before test time.  From Art Buchwald, Son of the Great Society 

     At what point in the passage did you realize it was a humorous piece?  What words contribute to the humor?  What is the attitude of the speaker?  Close your eyes and visualize the speaker.  What is the tone?  Is the speaker angry?  What is his mood?

5.       Read the passage and circle the words you believe indicate the tone of the work and the attitude of the speaker.   Are they one and the same?  Why or why not?  How does the sentence structure help to establish the tone? 

It has been called the House of God.  It has been called the High One.  The Cold One.  The White One.  On close acquaintance by climbers, it has been called a variety of names rather less printable.  But to the world at large it is Kilimanjaro, the apex of Africa and one of the great mountains on earth.  Passage from James Ramsey Ullman’s Kilimanjaro.

6.
Q:
I am remodeling my house and would like to know where I can find information on Jane Seymour’s home.  I understand it is very beautiful.  Can you help?                                                                           Annie L. Rogers, Austin, Texas

A: 
Jane Seymour, 45, has had even more homes than husbands, so it’s hard to tell which one you have in mind.  Her first two marriages – to director Michael Attenborough and businessman Geoffrey Planer – ended in divorce.  During her third marriage, to business manager David Flynn, the actress split her time between a sprawling California estate in Montecito and St. Catherine’s Court, the 34-room English manor house near Bath that was featured in her 1986 book Guide to Romantic Living                                                                                                            From an article in “Parade Magazine” in January, 1997.
How does the author answer Ms. Rogers’ question?  What is his attitude?  How can you tell?  What is his tone?  What is the overall mood of the work?  What specific words indicate the tone?
7.      The bowerbird is another creature that spends so much time courting the female that he never gets any work done.  If all the male bowerbirds became nervous wrecks within the next ten or fifteen years, it would no surprise me.  The female bowerbird insists that a playground be built for her with a specially constructed bower at the entrance.  This bower is much more elaborate than an ordinary nest and is harder to build; it costs a lot more, too.  The female will not come to the playground until the male has filled it up with a great many gifts: silvery leaves, red leaves, rose petals, shells, beads, berries, bones, dice, buttons, cigar bands, Christmas seals, and the Lord knows what else.  When the female finally condescends to visit the playground, she is in a coy and silly mood and has to be chased in and out of the bower and up and down the playground before she will quit giggling and stand still long enough to shake hands.  The male bird is, of course, pretty well done in before the chase starts, because he has worn himself out hunting for eyeglass lenses and begonia blossoms.  I imagine that many a bowerbird, after chasing a female for two or three hours, says the hell with it and goes home to bed.  Next day, of course, he telephones someone else and the same trying ritual is gone through again.  A male bowerbird is as exhausted as a nightclub habitue is before he is out of his twenties.                                                                                                       From “Courtship Through the Ages” by James Thurber  

     What words and phrases make you smile?  What method does the author use to establish his tone?  What is the general attitude of the speaker towards the male bowerbird?  The female?  Towards courting? What tone is prevalent throughout most of the piece?

8.

     Richard Jewell may not have had anything to do with the pipe bombing in Atlanta’s Centennial Olympic Park.  That’s the way it looks anyway.                                                                                                                           
But he sure is fat.                                                                                                                                      
There’s no doubt about it.  He’s fat, fat, fat.                                                                                        
How fat is he?                                                                                                                                  
That depends on when and where you read or hear about him.                                                                       
Nobody mentioned Jewell’s weight until he ceased being a hero and became a suspect.  The guiltier he appeared to be, the fatter he became in stories and commentaries.   At first he was “hefty” in some accounts, “husky” or “chunky” in others. Then he got fatter.  He was “’pudgy” or “roly poly” or “beefy.”

On radio talk shows he ballooned like crazy.  He was “blubbery,” a blubberguts.”  He was “Porky” or Humpty Dumpty” or “the Pillsbury Dough Boy.”   Sometimes he was just a “slob.” Or a “poor slob,” because Jewell is not only fat, he’s not smart enough –allegedly – to be a real police officer.  So he’s a security guard, which, if you can believe what you read in the papers and heard on the radio – not always a smart idea, by the way – is a job for losers.  A job for a “fat loser,” in Jewell’s case

     “Unabubba.”  That’s what some commentators called him because they couldn’t come right out and say:  This guy is white trash, a redneck, a cracker.  Explicit racial and class slurs are not tolerated in the mainstream, or even in the semi mainstream, or even in the semi-mainstream media.                                                                                                                                                                       But they can say that Jewell is a “pudgy nobody” because who cares if you make fun of a fat person?  It’s one prejudice that goes largely unquestioned.  Nobody cares except fat people, and they almost never complain because that only leads to further mockery.  Besides, many of them share the prejudice.  They hate themselves for being fat.  Americans have a curious relationship with fat.  The latest Department of Agriculture study revealed at least a third of all adults in the United States are overweight.  We’re fat and getting fetter.  Our eating habits are depraved; our lifestyle is sedentary.  We spend billions annually on diets and exercise programs and then don’t stick to them.  We turn to diet drugs.  We resort to liposuction.  We look to magazines for advice and find articles that warn of eating disorder alongside details of the latest semi-starvation diet, or “eating plan.” 

      

We hate fat.  We fear fat.  Fat people remind us of what we are, or what we could become if 

we’re not careful.  So we distance ourselves by making fun of them.  Glance through just about any of the weekly supermarket tabloids to see a fun house reflection distorted, but only slightly of how Americans feel about fat.  In these magazines fat is forever the threatening to ruin the lives of the famous.  Liz and Oprah and Wynnona fight their endless battles of the bulge.  Marlon Brando, at 350 plus pounds is “the Blobfather.”  Doctors order 350 plus pound Rosemary Clooney, “Diet or 

die!” 
Some tabloid fat stories are more absurd than others, which is saying a lot.  Camilla Parker Bowles has “flabby arms” and a “thick waistline.”  John Travolta “guzzles eight meals a day and piles on the pounds.  And “Baywatch” star Yasmine Bleeth looks more like a blimp than a babe, “having gained 10 pounds and, judging from the photos, gone from a size 4 to a size 6.  Some blimp!       But fat bashing isn’t just the province of the supermarket tabloids, as we’ve seen in the “Unabubba” story.  The mainstream media does a fine job of it too.  So never mind that the authorities can’t find any hard evidence linking Jewell to the bombing: He’s fat.  What more do they need to know?  Get out the cuffs.  From an editorial in The Austin American Statesman  

     Read the article carefully.  Circle highly charged word and those, which reveal the general attitude of the public towards “fat people!”  What is that attitude?  What is the tone of the author? How is his attitude different from that of the general populace?  Give specific details.
9.
DEAR MISS MANNERS:

Q.
What are the proper presents to give bridesmaids and my fiancé’s ushers?  Is something so untraditional as a good book – different books for each, of course, according to their tastes – all right instead of things like bracelets and cuff links they may never use?

A:  GENTLE READER:

Are you trying to give these people something they might enjoy, or are you trying to do the proper thing by them?  Books, at best, are only read, but useless monogrammed silver objects that cannot be returned serve to remind one of the occasion of their presentation every time one sees them tarnishing away, unused.  Cuff links and bracelets are all right, since everyone has too many of them, but silver golf tees or toothpaste tube sqeezers are ideal.  From Judith Martin, Miss Manner’s Guide to Excruciatingly Correct Behavior.

What is the prevailing tone of the above passage?  What words specifically indicate the tone?  Visualize the person writing the answer.  What is his attitude toward both  the person who wrote the letter and the issue of gifts?

10.
What a thrill –


My thumb instead of an onion,


The top quite gone


Except for a sort of a hinge


O skin,


A flap like a hat,


Dead white,


Then a red plush


--Sylvia Plath, “Cut: For Susan O’Neill Roe”


Read the poem carefully.  What is the speaker’s attitude toward the event?  What is the tone of the work in general?  What imagery and language reveal the tone and attitude?
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