Mrs. Opaleski-DiMeo – AP Language


Dialectical Journal Articles #1-10 Review

Complete the following questions on the essays to assist in focusing you on the style and techniques employed.

Anna Quindlen The Name is Mine
1.  Why is Quindlen so attached to her name?

2. What causes Quindlen to answer to her husband’s name for “the first time in her life” (line 5)?

3. What literary technique is being used in line 28 “what’s in a name”?

4. How would you characterize the style of the essay?

Bob Greene Cut
1.  What is Green’s central thesis in this article?

2. What is the tone of the article?  How can you tell?

3. When does Greene use semicolons to link sentences?  Why?

4. What is the basic structure of sentences found in this narrative?  What does this indicate about style?

Prose, I Know Why the Caged Bird Cannot Read
1. What is the tone of this essay?

2. Note negative diction within the passage.  What is the overall effect?  How does it connect to the purpose?

3. Who is Prose’s audience?  How can you tell?

Barbara Ehrenreich In Defense of Talk Shows
1.  What is the occasion for Ehrenerich to write this essay?  In other words, what prompted her to write this?  Be specific.

2. What is the purpose of rhetorical questions in this piece?

3. How is the essay structured? (Think Rhetorical Mode)  

4. What expectations does Ehrenreich have of her audience?
Zora Neale Hurston How It Feels To Be Colored Me

1. What point is Hurston trying to make in her first paragraph?  

2. How is the essay structured?  (Think Rhetorical Mode)

3. What is the central paradox of this essay?

4. What are its key rhetorical/stylistic strategies?  Are they effective?

Gladwell, Offensive Play
1. What is the author’s attitude toward his subject?

2. What do you notice about paragraph lengths in this piece?  How does this affect the tone?

3. What elements of fiction does Gladwell use to create his story?
4. How does Gladwell use the appeals within his essay?
Judy Brady I Want a Wife

1. How does Brady define what it means to be a wife?  How does she organize the many services a wife provided her husband and family?  How do you think she wants her readers to respond to this characterization?  Why?

2. How is the essay structured? (Think Rhetorical Mode) 
3. What is the tone of this essay?  How can you tell?
4. What are its key rhetorical/stylistic strategies?  Are they effective?

Sanders The Inheritance of Tools
1. Note examples of figurative language in paragraph one.  Explain their effect.

2. Consider the speaker’s use of direct quotations from his father.  Describe the tone delivered by those quotations.

3. Explain the rhetorical effect of the allusions that Sanders includes in paragraph 25.

Orwell Shooting An Elephant
1. Explain the implied assumption underlying the statement in the first sentence.

2. Describe the nature of the voice in the opening paragraph.  Note the instances of humor and irony.

3. What is Orwell’s attitude toward imperialism?

4. What is Orwell’s attitude toward his own position in Burma?

Carson Silent Spring
1.  What is the organizational pattern of this essay?
2. What is Carson’s purpose in titling the section “A Fable for Tomorrow”?

3. What is Carson’s attitude toward her subject?

4. What is the purpose of the first person pronouns?

