Mrs. Opaleski-DiMeo – AP Language


AP LANGUAGE & COMPOSITION

Imitation Exercise #1
Analysis:

Read with attention the attached excerpt of Joan Didion’s The Year of Magical Thinking and  annotate the following:
· Examine sentence length.  Underline long and short sentences; if all sentences are roughly equal, make note of that.

· Examine sentences for structure.  Make note of compound sentences, parallel sentences or structures, repetition, inverted syntax, omissions or other rhetorical features that stand out.

· Make note of (circle) words and phrases which seem to carry stylistic or contextual significance.

· Find any use of tropes and mark them (i.e. metaphor, irony, personification, etc.)

Write a brief summary of your ideas regarding the effect of any or all of the above items on the meaning or style of the passage.

Imitation:

Choose a subject and setting of your own and write a tight imitation of the passage in which you mimic the style sentence by sentence to the best of your ability.  Pay attention to unique phrases and structures identified in your analysis.  Be creative, but attend to the stylistic features carefully.

When the twilights got long in June I forced myself to eat dinner in the living room, where the light was. After John died I had begun eating by myself in the kitchen (the dining room was too big and the table in the living room was where he had died), but when the long twilights came I had a strong sense that he would want me to see the light. As the twilights began to shorten I retreated again to the kitchen. I began spending more evenings alone at home. I was working, I would say. By the time August came I was in fact working, or trying to work, but i also wanted not to be out, exposed. One night I found myself taking from the cupboard not one of the plates I normally  used but a crackled and worn Spode plate, from a set mostly broken or chipped, in a pattern no longer made, “Wickerdale.” This had been a set of dishes, cream with a garland of small rose and blue flowers and ecru leaves, that John’s mother had given him for the apartment he rented on East Sevety-third Street before we were married. John’s mother was dead. John was dead. And I still had, of the “Wickerdale” Spode, four dinner plates, five salad plates, three butter plates, a single coffee cup, and nine saucers. I came to prefer these dishes to all others. By the end of the summer I was running the dishwasher a quarter full just to make sure that at least one of the four “Wickerdale” dinner plates would be clean when I needed it.    – Joan Didion, The Year of Magical Thinking, pp. 163-164
Style Focus:  Well-Balanced Sentences
Features:  Coordination, Parallel Structure, Coordinate Series (catalogue) Correlative Conjunctions (both/and, either/or, neither/nor, not/but, not only/but also) and Repetition

Exercise #1

 In “Sin Boldly”  Henry Louis Gates presents a memorable scene in which he and hid friends forcibly integrate the Swordfish nightclub.  At the entrance of the four black men, Gates reports, everybody froze – and he breaks “everybody” into four sets of people.
Everybody froze: the kids from Piedmont and Keyser who had grown with us; the students from Potomac State; the rednecks and crackers from up the hollers, the ones who came to town once a week all dressed up in their Sears, Roebuck perma-pressed drawers, their Thom McAn semi-leather shoes, their ultimately white sox, and their hair slicked back and wet-looking. The kids of the rednecks, who liked to drink gallons of 3.2 beer, threaten everybody within earshot, and puke all over themselves—they froze too, their worst nightmare staring them in the face. 

Style Practice:

1. Rewrite the passage without using any series, instead breaking the passage into shorter sentences. 
2. Consider the effect of the change. What is gained and what is lost?
Exercise #2

Imitate this passage from Tim O’Brien’s story “On the Rainy River”.  Begin by reading the whole passage in its original context (below).  Then think of some set of people who have inconvenienced you or irritated you because of their failure to understand something you care about.  Write four sentences structured just like O’Brien’s:  Copy the first three words of each sentence and let your imagination take it from there.
All of them - I held them personally and individually responsible - the polyestered Kiwanis boys, the merchants and the farmers, the pious churchgoers, the chatty housewives, the PTA and the Lions club and the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the fine outstanding gentry out at the country club. They didn't know Bao Dai from the man in the moon. They didn't know history. They didn't know the first thing about Diem's tyranny, or the nature of Vietnamese nationalist, or the long colonialism of the French.

