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404 Chapter Seven/Cause and Effect

- Case Vignette: “A,” a 13-year-old boy, proudly showed me his tattoce
deitoid. The coarsely depicted roll of the dice marked the day and month o
his birth. Rather disappointed, he then uncovered an immaculate back, goin
on to draw for me the great “piece” he envisioned for it. A menacing figur
held a hand of cards: two aces, two eights, and a card with two sets of dates
“As” father had belonged to Dead Man’s Hand, a motoreycle gang named af
ter the set of cards (aces and eights) that the legendary Wild Bill Hickock had:
held in the 1890s when shot dead over a poker table in Deadwood, South
Dakota. “A” had only the vaguest memory of and sketchiest information about
his father, but he knew he had died in a motorcycle accident: The fifth card
marked the dates of his birth and death,

The case vignette also serves to illustrate how tattoos are often the culmi
nation of a long process of imagination, fantasy, and planning that can start at an
early age. Limited markings, or relatively reversible ones such as piercings, can a
a later time scaffold toward the more radical commitment of  permanent tattoo
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Adolescents’ bodily decorations, at times radical and m_.H.mEmﬁn i their
resentation, can be seen in terms of figuration rather than disfigurement, of
the natural body being through them transformed into a wmﬁm.obmrmm& body
(Brain, 1979). They can often be understood as mm_m.onbmﬁdndﬁ and mmoﬂu-
ing cfforts, rather than prematurely subsumed as Eﬁﬂﬁo@ mb@..mmmﬁanﬁﬁ

ets. If we bear all of this in mind, we may not only arrive at a position to pass
fore reasoned clinical judgment, but become sensitized through our patients
skins to another level of their internal reality.
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QUESTIONS ON SUBJECT AND PURPOSE

The Quest of Permanence

"The popularity of the anchor as a tattoo motif may historically have had to do less
with guild identification among sailors than with an intense longing for rooted-
ness and stability. In 2 similar vein, the recent increase in the popularity and ac-
ceptance of tattoos may be understood as ar antidote or counterpoint to our
urban and nomadic lifestyles. Within an increasingly mohile society, in which re-
lationships are so often transient—as attested by the frequencies of divorce, aban-
donment, foster placement, and repeated moves, for example—tattoos can be 4
readily available source of grounding. Tettoos, unlike many relationships, can
prowmise permanence and stability. A sense of constancy can be derived from un-

3.

1. In-what ways are tattoos and piercings different from hair styles or

clothing fads?

2. According to Martin, what is the typical parental reaction to such

markings? .
What purpose might Martin have in the nmmm%.u.wmmowm you answer this,
you should define his audience (see question 3 in Strategy and
Audience just below). :

OG.mWEOZm ON STRATEGY AND AUDIENCE

changing marks that can be carried along no matter what the physical, temporal,
or geographical vicissitudes at hand. Tattoos stay, while all else may change. .
Case Vignette: A proud father at 17, “B” had had the smiling face of his 4-
month-old baby girl tattooed on his chest. As we talked at a tattoo canvention, he
proudly introduced her to me, explaining how he would “always know how beau-
tiful she is today” when year$ from then he saw her semblance etched on himself,
The quest for permanence may at other tmes prove misleading and offer -
premature closure to unresolved conflicts. At a time of normative uncertainties,
adolescents may maladaptively and all too readily cormit to a tattoo and its in-

1.

What is the effect on the reader of subdividing the text with additional
white space and providing headings for the subsections?

What is the effect of including the two “case vignettes” (paragraphs 7
and 10)? ,

Who does Martin imagine as his audience, and what evidence can you
cite to Support your answer?

QUESTIONS ON VOCABULARY AND STYLE

definite presence. A wish to hold on to a current certainty may lead the adoles-
cent o lay down in ink what is valued and cherished one day but may not
necessarily be in the future. The frequency of self-made tattoos among hospital-
ized, incarcerated, or gang-affiliated youths suggests such motivations: A sense of
stability may be a particularly dire need under temporary, turbulent, or volatile
conditions. In addition, through their designs teenagers may assert 2 sense of -
bonding and allegiance to a group larger than themselves. Tattoos may attest to
powerful experiences, such as adolescence itself, lived and even survived together.
As with Moby Dick’s protagonist, Ishmael, they may bear witness to the “vafu-

1. What is the significance of the quotation from Melville’s Moy Dick,

which prefaces the essay?

2. What does the presence of documented sources in the essay suggest?
3. Be prepared to define the following words: ubiguitous {paragraph 1),

affront (2), demarcated (8), tantamount (), nomadic (D), vicissitudes
(9, maladaptively (11), volatile (11).

WRITING SUGGESTIONS

able statistics” of one’s “wild wandering(s)”: those of adolescent exhilaration and

excitement on the one hand; of growing pains, shared misfortune, ot even incar-
ceration on the other.

1. For Your Journal. How do you react to body markings (tattoos or

piercings)? In your journal, jot down your thoughts. If you object to




