Advice for AP Multiple Choice Questions
from an ap reader
STRATEGIES 

As with any multiple choice test, there are certain strategies you can use to maximize your time efficiency and minimize the amount of re-reading you have to do. 

Some useful test taking strategies include:

A) READING THE PASSAGE

· Pre-reading the questions: This is a good one for most kinds of multiple choice tests.  Reading the questions even before you read the passage allows you to “read with focus.”  If you know what you’re looking for, then you can find it more quickly.  It also allows you to assess how the questions are organized so you can choose an appropriate reading strategy (see below).

· “Chunk” reading: This is particularly good if the questions are keyed to specific lines in the passage.  In that case, they usually go in order through the passage.  You can go sentence by sentence or paragraph by paragraph, stopping at the end of the “chunk” to answer questions based on it.
· “Skim & scan” reading:  If the questions are more about the overall passage, it may be better to read the whole passage quickly to get a general idea of what it’s about.  Then go back and take each question in turn, reading until you find the answer.

· “Scramble” reading: If the questions are not in any discernable order, you may have to try this one.  It’s basically a variation of the “chunk” technique.  In this case, you read a section (a few sentences or a paragraph) and then skim through all the questions, looking for ones you can answer from what you have read so far.  You will very seldom find this situation on ‘professional’ tests; it’s more likely to occur on ‘teacher-made’ versions.
· Always pre-read the questions. 

· If the questions refer to line numbers, see if they go in order.  If they do, you may want to read the question, then read the selection up to that point and answer it before you read further.

· If the questions refer to specific line numbers always go back to the beginning of the sentence and reread those lines to get the context.

· Remember that “context” may include what comes after the specified line.

· If an answer has two parts ("something and something"), be sure both parts are correct.  AP loves to give half-right answers to trap the sloppy reader.

· If a question asks for the meaning of a word "in this context," you can bet it won't be the normal meaning.

· You will probably run into vocabulary you don't know.  Use context clues to figure it out.  If that doesn't work, and none of the answers you do understand look right to you, you're better off to skip the question.

· Try using process of elimination.  If you can eliminate 2 choices, your chance of getting right increases,  If you can get down to two possible right answers, just guess. There is no penalty!

· Often the easiest questions come at the end of the test.  Watch your time so you have a chance to get to all the selections.

TYPES OF QUESTIONS 

On the AP test, you will find certain types of questions appear frequently.  Each of these types presents its own traps.

Typical kinds of questions are:

A. BY CONTENT

· Definition questions: These will ask you what a word or phrase means “in this context.”  TRAP: Remember, if they ask you the definition of a term, it is probably NOT the everyday definition.  Check the context.  Also remember that “context” includes BOTH what comes before the word AND what comes after it.

· Pronoun referent questions: These will ask you what other word or phrase in the passage a pronoun like “it” or “which” refers to.  Sometimes, this will be varied by asking what a noun refers to.  I have seen other types of grammar questions but this is the most common.  TRAP:  If they ask you what a pronoun (sometimes a general noun) refers to, it is probably NOT the obvious, closest noun.

· Tone (attitude) questions: These questions often do not use the word “tone,” substituting a synonym like “the author’s attitude,” so watch out! NOTE: You may also get questions about the author’s stance (aka “perspective” or even “point of view”).  TRAP: Be alert for signs of irony.  Also these questions may be specific to one part of the passage in which the tone is different from the rest of the passage.
· Theme questions: You must answer these in terms of the whole passage.  TRAP: Watch out for answers that are too narrow to fit the whole passage.

· Purpose questions: This type of question can deal with the overall purpose of the whole passage or with a specific purpose for one device or detail.  In some cases, the specific purpose will call for the effect of a technique (like conveying character or creating emphasis).  TRAP: Be sure you note whether the question is tied to specific lines or refers to the whole passage.
· Comprehension questions: These can deal with any level of meaning but more often inference and connotation rather than literal.  On the Literature test, you will often be asked to interpret a metaphor.  If they point you to certain lines, look at them.  However, you also need to have a context for the given lines, so read the sentence before and the sentence after the given lines. TRAP: Inference questions can be tricky.

· Stance or Point of View questions: These will ask you whose view or version of things is given.  The phrases “is viewed by…” and “is told by…” signal this type of question.  You should watch out for split points of view, both in the sense of the adult-child split used in memoir and other essay writing and the writer-narrator or writer-character split used in fiction.  TRAP: The wording often disguises the type of question.  Also watch out for Persona vs. Author.

B. BY FORM
· Two-part questions: Many answers will have TWO parts. This can be obvious (_____ and _____ form) or more subtle (adjective + noun). TRAP:   BE SURE that BOTH parts of the answer are correct.

· Except questions:  Remember that these questions will give you three or four right answers and one wrong one. TRAP: Sometimes these questions will present choices which are so close you can’t distinguish one that is obviously wrong.  
· Primarily questions: These questions will give you several more-or-less correct answers, from which you have to choose the one that is best or most accurate. TRAP: Watch out for the almost right answer, which is usually too narrow to cover the whole passage.

(from Patricia Gaggiani, G.W. Denver, AP Reader)

AP Language and Composition Exam Multiple Choice 
Sentence Stems
Questions about Rhetoric
Most of the questions on the test are of this type and test your ability to understand how language works in each passage. These questions ask you to analyze the syntax (sentence structure and word order), diction (word choice), point of view, and figurative language and its effects. Your mere recognition of these elements is not enough; you must be able to understand precisely how and why the devices of rhetoric produce particular effects. 

Here are some of the ways this question type may be worded on the test: 

· The shift in point of view has the effect of . . .

· The syntax of lines _____ to _____ serves to . . .

· The second sentence is unified by metaphorical references to . . .

· As lines _____ and _____ are constructed, "_____" is parallel to which of the following?

· The antecedent for "_____" is . . .

Questions about the Author's Meaning and Purpose

These question types also appear frequently on the test. They measure your ability to interpret the author's theme, meaning, or purpose. As with the rhetorical questions, these questions are closely tied to specific word choices; however, now you must determine why the author chooses the wording, not what effect it produces. These questions demonstrate the understanding of the author's thematic reason for choosing certain phrases. 

Here are some of the ways this question type may be worded: 

· Which of the following best identifies the meaning of "_____"?

· Which of the following best describes the author's purpose in the last sentence?

· The author emphasizes "_____" in order to . . .

· The sympathy referred to in line _____ is called "_____" because it . . .

· What is the function of _____ ?
Questions about the Main Idea

These questions also appear quite frequently; they test your understanding of the author's ideas, attitude, and tone. To prepare for these questions, paraphrase everything that you read. First, make yourself practice this skill in writing-literally write down an author's point in a sentence or two. After such practice, you'll be able to do it internally while you read, and you'll have greater comprehension. 
Here are some of the ways these questions may be worded: 

· The theme of the second paragraph is . . .

· The speaker's attitude is best described as one of . . .

· In context, the sentence "_____" is best interpreted as which of the following?

· The atmosphere is one of . . .

· Which of the following would the author be LEAST likely to encourage?

Questions about Organization and Structure

Appearing less frequently than the first three question types, these questions test your ability to perceive how the passage is organized. For example, you need to know if the passage follows a compare/contrast structure or if it gives a definition followed by examples. Other passages may be organized around descriptive statements that then lead to a generalization. These methods are just a few of the ones an author may use to organize ideas. You also need to understand how the structure of the passage works. For example, you must know how one paragraph relates to another paragraph or how a single sentence works within a paragraph. 

Here are some of the ways this question type may be worded: 

· The quotation "_____" signals a shift from . . .

· The speaker's mention of "_____" is appropriate to the development of her argument by . . .

· The type of argument employed by the author is most similar to which of the following?

· The relationship between _____ and _____ is explained primarily by the use of which of the following?

Questions about Rhetorical Modes

You should expect only a few questions of this type on the test. These questions ask you to identify and recognize the various rhetorical modes that authors use. You must know the difference between narration, description, argumentation, and exposition. Understanding why a particular mode is effective for the author's ideas is also helpful. 

Here are some of the ways these questions may be worded: 

· The pattern of exposition exemplified in the passage can best be described as . . .

· The author's use of description is appropriate because . . .

· Which of the following best describes the author's method?

· Because the author uses expository format, he is able to . . .

· The speaker's rhetorical strategy is to . . .

Other Possibilities

Be aware that these question types do not constitute a complete list. You will encounter questions that don't seem to fit into a category. However, by understanding what question types are asked most frequently, you will increase your familiarity with the test and improve your understanding of how to find correct answers. Don't be thrown off balance by questions that don't seem to fall into set categories. 

Some Guidelines for taking AP MC :

For each passage and its set of questions: 

1. Answer easy questions immediately.

2. On more difficult questions, take advantage of being able to mark in your test booklet. As you eliminate an incorrect answer choice from consideration, mark it out in your question booklet.

You could even mark some choices with question marks, signifying that they may be possible answers. This technique will help you avoid reconsidering those choices you've already eliminated and will help you narrow the possible answers. If you've managed to eliminate two or more answers from consideration but still are not sure of the answer, mark a guess answer at this point. If you wish to reconsider these guess answers before you go on to the next set, you'll be able to identify them from the marks you've made eliminating wrong answers.

3. On questions you find very difficult — those on which you cannot eliminate wrong answers, leave the answer blank (but be careful to mark your next answer in the right place on the answer sheet), put a checkmark in the margin next to the question, and go on. Sometimes, consideration of other questions in the set suddenly sheds light on the questions you left blank, and you can then quickly return to it and choose an answer.

Note: You don't have to erase the marks you make in your test booklet. However, don't make extraneous marks on your answer sheet because in machine scoring, such marks can be counted as wrong answers. 

Here are some more suggestions for forming a plan of attack on each passage and set of questions: 

· First, skim the questions which follow the passage (do not read the choices at this time).

· Begin reading the passage as quickly as possible without losing comprehension. Read quickly but actively, marking the few important key points in each paragraph (don't overmark).

· Answer the questions which follow the passage without spending too much time on any difficult questions. Take guesses when you can eliminate two or more wrong answers.

· Mark extremely difficult, "no-guess" questions with a check so that you can quickly return to them.

· Repeat this process with each passage.

