Mrs. Opaleski-DiMeo – AP Language


Tone Analysis and Application
Read the following passages, focusing on how tone is created.  Then complete the application response; meaning re-write the selected passage according to the instructions.

A. It’s true. If you want to buy a spring suit, the choice selection occurs in February: a bathing suit, March: back-to-school clothes, July: a fur coat, August. Did I tell you about the week I gave in to a mad-Mitty desire to buy a bathing suit in August?

The clerk, swathed in a long-sleeved woolen dress which made her look for the world like Teddy Snowcrop, was aghast, “Surely, you are putting me on,” she said. “A bathing suit! In August!”

“That’s right,” I said firmly,” and I am not leaving this store until you show me one.”

She shrugged helplessly. “But surely you are aware of the fact that we haven’t had a bathing suit in stock since the first of June. Our – no offense – White Elephant sale was June third and we unload – rather, disposed of all of out suits at that time.”

-Erma Bombeck, At Wit’s End
1. What is the attitude of the writer toward the subject matter?

2. What diction and details does Bombeck use to express this attitude. In other words, what diction and details create the tone of this passage?
B. But that is Cooper’s way; frequently he will explain and justify little things that do not need it and then make up for this by frequently failing to explain important ones that do need it. For instance he allowed that astute and cautious person, Deerslayer-Hawkeye, to throw his rifle heedlessly down and leave it lying on the ground where some hostile Indians would presently be sure to find it – a rifle prized by that person above all things else in the earth – and the reader gets no word of explanation of that strange act. There was a reason, but it wouldn’t bear exposure. Cooper meant to get a fine dramatic effect out of the finding of the rifle by the Indians, and he accomplished this at the happy time; but all the same, Hawkeye could have hidden the rifle in a quarter of a minute where the Indians could not have found it. Cooper couldn’t think of any way to explain why Hawkeye didn’t do that, so he just shirked the difficulty and did not explain it.

-Mark Twain, “Cooper’s Prose and Style”

1. What is Twain’s tone in this passage? What is central to the tone of this passage” the attitude toward the speaker, the subject, the reader?

2. How does Twain create the tone?
Application:  Write a paragraph about a movie you have recently seen. Create a critical, disparaging tone through your choice of details.  You may use Twain’s paragraph as a model if you need to

C. It’s his first exposure to Third World passion. He thought only Americans had informed political opinion – other people staged coups out of spite and misery. It’s an unwelcome revelation to him that a reasonably educated and rational man like Ito would die for things that he, Brent, has never heard of and would rather laugh about. Ro was tortured in jail. Franny was taken off her earphones. Electrodes, canes, freezing tanks. He leaves nothing out.

Dad looks sick. The meaning of Thanksgiving should not be so explicit.

- Bharati Mukherjee, “Orbiting”

1. What is the narrator’s attitude toward Brent (Dad)? Cite your evidence

2. How does the syntax in this passage help create the tone?

Application: Rewrite the last five sentences in the first paragraph, making the five short sentences into two longer sentences. How do the longer sentences affect the tone of the passage?

D. Microphone feedback kept blaring out the speaker’s words, but I got the outline. Withdrawal of our troops from Vietnam. Recognition of Cuba. Immediate commutation of student loans. Until all of these demands were men, the speaker said he considered himself in a state of unconditional war with the United States government.

I laughed out loud.

-Tobias Wolff, “Civilian
1. What is the attitude of the narrator toward the political speaker in this passage? How do you know?
2. How does the use of a short, direct sentence at the end of the passage (I laughed out loud) contribute to the tone?

Application:  Substitute a new sentence for I laughed out loud. Your new sentence should express support for the political speaker.  How does your new sentence change the tone of the passage?

E. I perceived, as I read, how the collective white man had been actually nothing but a piratical opportunist who used Faustian machinations to make his own Christianity his initial wedge in criminal conquest. First, always “religiously,” he branded “heathen” and “pagan” labels upon ancient non-white cultures and civilizations. The stage thus set, he then turned upon his non-white victims his weapons of war.

-Malcolm X, The Autobiography of Malcolm X

1. What is the author’s attitude toward the collective white man?
Application:  Rewrite the first sentence of this passage to read like a positive propaganda for “the collective white man.” Your sentence should have the same basic meaning as Malcolm X’s sentence.  Discuss the power words have to reveal and shape attitudes.

F. There is not drop of water in the ocean, not even in the deepest parts of the abyss, that does not know and respond to the mysterious forces that create the tide. No other force that affects the sea is so strong. Compared with the tide the wind-created waves are surface movements felt, at most, no more than a hundred fathoms below the surface.

- Rachel Carson, The Sea Around Us

1. Carson uses negative constructions several times in this paragraph (“There is no …, not even in the …, that does not know …,No other force …”). Yet her tone is uniformly positive and reverential. How does the use of negatives create such a positive tone?

Application:  Rewrite the first sentence of the passage, changing all of the negative constructions to positive ones. What effect does it have on the tone?

G. Certainly we must face this fact: if the American press, as a mass medium, has formed the minds of America, the mass has also formed the medium. There is action, reaction, and interaction going on ceaselessly between the newspaper-buying public and the editors. What is wrong with the American press is what is in part wrong with American society.

Is this, then, to exonerate the American press for its failures to give the American people more tasteful, and more illuminating reading matter? Can the American press seek to be excused from responsibility for public lack of information as TV and radio often do, on the grounds that, after all, “we have to give the people what they want or we will go out of business?”

-Clare Boothe Luce, “What’s Wrong with the American Press?”

1. How does the use of rhetorical questions help express this attitude? In other words, how do the rhetorical questions help set the tone?

Application:  Write an answer to the rhetorical questions in the passage. Adopt a tone of sneering derision as you express the attitude that the American press can indeed by excused from responsibility in order to make more money. Use at least one rhetorical question in your reply

H. And I started to play. Is was so beautiful. I was so caught up in how lovely I looked that at first I didn’t worry how I sounded. So it a surprise to me when I hit the first wrong note and I realized something didn’t sound quite right. And then I hit another and another followed that. A chill started at the tip of my head and began to trickle down. Yet I couldn’t stop playing, as though my hands were bewitched. I kept thinking my fingers would adjust themselves back, like a train switching to the right track. I played this strange jungle through two repeats, the sour notes staying with me all the way to the end.

- Amy Tan, The Joy Luck Club
1. How does the author’s use of detail, diction, and imagery reveal the narrator’s changing attitude?
Application:  Write a paragraph about an outing that turned out badly. In your paragraph, express a change in tone. Begin with a positive tone and end with a tone of disappointment. Use detail, diction, and imagery to create the changing tone
PARTNER –PAIR SHARE

Get a highlighter and critique application B, G and H, annotating the diction and details that reveal tone.  Choose one of those exercises that you think is the best written tonal paragraph and explain to the writer your reasoning. 
Tone Assessment Paragraph

1. Highlight where the writer identifies the author’s purpose and the tone.

2. In a second color, highlight the examples that the writer uses to explain how Wilkie’s tone characterizes the people in Ludice.

