Mrs. Opaleski-DiMeo – AP Language


Tone Meter Assignment

To build your understanding of tone and its subtleties, you will be assigned a group and a tone category.  The group will then complete the following:

1.  Arrange your category of tone words from least to most intense based on the definition and connotation of the word.  You may create a multiple tone meters from your one category if some of your words do not fit.

2. Next, your group will choose TEN tone words and write a fill-in the blank sentence for each which exemplifies the tone (sentence completion – GREAT for SAT prep).

3. Finally you will present your tone meter to the class and defend your arrangement of words in your category.  Each group will also present their sentences and other students will try to match the tone word based on the context clues and the defense of your tone meter.  Obviously, more than one tone word may be appropriate in a sentence but we are looking for the BEST fit.
A Day Groups




Negative: 
Chris, Greta

Positive: 
Sean, Emily, Faith




Either/Or:
Gian, Kasey, Kat




Example
Category:  Happy

1. Pleased (merely satisfied)

2. Happy

3. Blithe

4. Jovial

5. Cheerful

6. Joyful

7. Delighted

8. Elated

9. Blissful

10. Ecstatic (overwhelming joyous feeling)

Sentences

1.  Even though Mrs. Smith had had a bad morning, she shrugged off the events and met the class with a(n) ______________ greeting.

2. Because Gary had not seen Claudia in three years and had missed her, he was ______________ to see her when she walked into the room.

3. Sarah enjoyed being around Mike because he was always _______________, easy to get along with, and seldom negative about anything.

4. Although she knew better, in her daydream Maria pictured herself and her Prince Charming in a(n) _______________ marriage, madly in love with one another.
Negative Tone Words 
Alarming
belligerent
biased

biting
 

defiant


Disdainful
fanciful

distressing
disbelieving

fawning


Frivolous
grim

haughty

hostile


incendiary

Insipid

indignant
malicious
mournful

obsequious

Pedantic

pessimistic
peevish

pretentious

reluctant



Contentious
unctuous
uncertain
elegiac


impious


Condescending
contemptuous
cynical

facetious

scornful
Sardonic

insolent

patronizing 
irreverent

mocking
    


Positive  
Benevolent
benign

comforting
compassionate
complimentary

concerned

Determined
forgiving
humorous
impartial
impassioned

sycophantic
Optimistic
peaceful

playful

respectful
sincere


sympathetic

Tolerant

urbane

vibrant

wistful

zealous


confident
Cathartic 
poignant

nostalgic
candid

pensive


ardent
Fervent

commanding
alluring

seductive
grandiose 

bold
Masterful
laudatory
sentimental
penitent 

blithe


bemused
Amiable

elated

exuberant 
enthusiastic 
jubilant 


ecstatic 
Either/Or- Positive or Negative (Depending on Context)
Allusive

ambivalent
complicated
complex

effusive

bantering
Imperious
incisive

incredulous
lugubrious
nuanced

giddy

provocative
theatrical
detached

restrained
didactic

clinical
Formal

informal

informative
logical

objective
remorseful
Straightforward
authoritative
powerful
somber

pointed

exhortative
Apologetic
argumentative
audacious
solemn

cautionary
critical
Colloquial
comic

lofty

didactic

dramatic

flippant
Learned

moralistic
puzzled

reactionary
regretful

diffident
